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Subject: Psychiatric/Psychoanaljrtical Research Proposal* 


The attached memorandum prepared by the Navy member of 
the SANACC Subcommittee on Special Studies and Evaluations is 
submitted to you for comment* 
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Memo for Comdr* 
Thomas A, Harris 
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29 Oqtobor 1947 


MEK0RA3n:PM for Cocmander fhoaas A. ^r l | 

'do2i SI 8, iureau of and Surgery. 


Subject! Peyobletrio/Peyohoanitlytic Reeeeroh Propoeel. 

1, fhe ■uggeettonB submitted by Dr. Possony, Qcorgetoen 

University, which follows is presented for ooaslderatlon, st^, ead 
exploration further to the development of a workable researoh pro- 
posal and subsequently a researoh program in the premises. After 
assembling supporting facts, data, suggestions, workable ways ^ 
means, eto., it is Intended to prooess the rounded out proposal via 
appropriate ohiumelB. 

"Mission! to analyse Cocnaunists and former Coaiaunlsts by means of 
soientlfio psychiatry and/or psyohoanalyals. 

Purpose 1 To eluoldate the psyohologioal rewons end oonditioM ifcleh 
prodUM* 'the aooeptanoe by certain individuals of the Caramunist 

To indioate whf these persons continue to remain Coaomnii sts i 
To show their psychologio vulnerability and to explain 
their rolatiw imEnmity ’ against oouator-propaganda or other logioj 
To Hit the reasons whioh in ttie past have produced defeo- 
tions by Communists and the adoption of saner weys of thinking! 

To explain Goasaunism in imm» of ollnioal payohology. 

Operations! Experimenli to be conducted under direction of Dr. 
fiougias Kelly, M.D. or qualified naval psychiatrists, or the 
Washington Sohool of Psychiatry 1 “ guinea pigs to be proourred throuj^ 
the Un-Aiaerloan Affairs Committee and appropriate naval personal. 

(In latter case analyeis to be made without their knowledge or the 
purpose) . 

Rwairksi Further investigations migh^ made at later date with 
desertere , mutineers, eto, " 


X, F. POEHUftlS 
Captain, USW 
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SUBJECT: Psychiatric and Psychoanalytical Rssearch Proposal 

1, The sugfjestions submitted by Dr. Possony for the 
developement of a workable research to analyse Communists are 
interesting and very important to consider especially in the 
case of the Communist party being outlawed in the near future. 

2. Mission-- No comment. 

3. Purpose — A comment to be made is that a Commiini stic 
individual is an altogether different personality in respect to 
the so called Fellow Travelers or Opportunists. Consequently, 
the Psychiatric and Psychoanalysis Tests should be different 

in each case. 

4, Operations — Experiments should be conducted by a 
qualified Psychiatrist/Psychoanalyst with a thorough IcnoTirledge 
and practice in these Tests, This will avoid the routine, 

for example, of an Opinionaire Test. 


Major, M.C. 
Chief Surgeon 
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